It is recognised as the standard treatise on the subject with which it deals. The present edition is brought well up to date by the author himself, who has lost a valued coadjutor by the untimely death of Dr. Cagney, the able translator and editor of the previous English editions.
We can safely recommend the book to clinical workers as a clear and trustworthy exposition of the most approved methods of conducting clinical research.
"We must confess to a little surprise on reading that the consumptive ward of a hospital possesses an atmosphere crowded with tubercle bacilli, and to find it seriously stated that it does not necessarily follow from the presence of the tubercle bacillus in the sputum that a fatal termination is impending. Dr. v. Jaksch's experience of pulmonary tuberculosis is probably extensive, but it is certainly peculiar. He has met with cases, he says, in which the patient with tubercle bacilli in the sputum has eventually recovered, but they are very rare. It is possible that these remarks were made some years ago, and have escaped the author's eye in revising the present edition. We hope that Dr. v. Jaksch will be able in the next edition to give a more hopeful prognosis of pulmonary tuberculosis, and to paint a less imaginative picture of the atmosphere of the consumptive ward.
Hector Mackenzie.
